PREFACE                        II
Will they hand over their destinies to the distin-
guished soldier who speaks, often, indeed, in
noble language, for Free France? Of him they
know only that he wrote a book advocating the
formation of a professional army. That may not
interest miners whose daily lives are not much
brighter than they were when Zola described
them in Germinal. If we hope to rally the French
masses, we cannot reach them either by a national-
ist or by an imperialist appeal. We must offer
them the chance of realising, as they understand
these ideals, the Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity
which Vichy has erased from the scutcheon of
France.
It would not be proper for us to lay down or
even to suggest a programme or a form of con-
stitution : that the French must do for themselves,
when with our help their land is freed. But some
degree of responsibility we cannot evade. The
course, and character of the war of liberation will
be determined by the Frenchmen whom we wel-
come as our collaborators and comrades. It will
succeed, if we can first win the men who have the
confidence of the masses and of youth. Some of
them we may have to liberate from prison. Some
of them we may discover working underground'to
keep alive the memoxy of trade-unionist solidarity.
Some may spontaneously seek us out.
The reader who has watched authority at
work on similar problems will read this forecast
with some anxiety. Braving the German pickets,
a French miners' leader contrives to make his way